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This year marks Buxton Construction’s 50th anniversary 
and it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the 
foresight, building acumen and commitment of the 
company founder Richard Buxton.

In 1968, armed with an abundance of enthusiasm, a 
young Richard Buxton commenced a journey that would 
culminate with the company entrenching itself as a 
leading tier 2 building contractor five decades on.

Although I don’t bear the Buxton name I am committed to 
the same business principles Richard adhered to for so 
long and am honoured to perpetuate the proud history of 
this highly successful construction company.

Today’s construction scenario is vastly different to 1968 
and, in order to maintain the company’s pre-eminent 
position in the industry we are continuing to refine 
the core strategic business planning process that was 
implemented several years ago to guide the direction, 
focus and orchestrated expansion of Buxton Construction.

Like any company we don’t get it right every time but, 
importantly, continually review all our processes and 
procedures to identify any deficiencies and make changes 
or improvements deemed appropriate.

Communication – both internally and externally – is a vital 
component of business success and senior management 
listens to what our staff, clients, sub-contractors and 
consultants tell us to ensure we stay on top of our game. 

Although the Buxton team is firmly focused on delivering 
the best possible product and constantly improving our 
performance, the overriding objective is to be the best tier 
2 builder, not necessarily the biggest!

Andrew Briggs, Managing Director                                   
Andrew Hume, Director
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The Benson resident’s kitchenThe Benson resident’s bathroom



Located in the heart of Toorak and surrounded by leading 
fashion retailers, gourmet food outlets, classy restaurants 
and the café society, The Benson is a $28.3 million high-
end retirement living complex designed by Demaine 
Partnership.

Comprising four levels over a secured basement, The 
Benson encompasses 33 luxuriously appointed one, two 
and three-bedroom apartments including two penthouses. 
The ground floor incorporates new parish and community 
facilities for the adjacent St Peters church.

Crafted to include the finest fixtures, finishes and joinery, 
apartments have Italian marble splashbacks and bench 
tops coupled with the ambience of open fireplaces.

Terrace apartments feature individual outdoor living 
spaces and the upper level dwellings each have spacious 
balconies while communal facilities include a lounge, 
dining area, gymnasium, concierge, shared exterior areas 
and barbecues.

The facade of the imposing structure has a combination 
of stone and render combined with thermally enhanced 

tilt and turn windows. The expensive pitched terracotta 
shingle tile roof conceals the mechanical plant and solar 
panels. 

The basement includes resident car parking and a 
wine cellar together with individual secured storage 
compartments and bicycle cages.

The St Peter’s Parish Renewal and Development 
Committee chaired by John Ralph AC, which is 
responsible for the development of The Benson, engaged 
Demaine Partnership to design a retirement village that 
would offer superior apartment accommodation and 
communal facilities.

“We recognised that Buxton Construction has an 
outstanding reputation for its work in the independent 
retirement living sector and produces a high quality 
product, consequently they were contracted to deliver our 
dream. The result is obvious to all who pass by and even 
more so to anyone who has been privileged to see the 
interior,” John Ralph said.

3

The Benson facade

The Benson residences unveiling



The Anchorage Apartments

Werribee Park Mansion Hotel 
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Horizons expand

Buxton Construction continued to expand over the years 
and gained major construction projects across various 
building sectors, culminating in 1999 with design and 
construction of the Werribee Park Mansion Hotel: the 
conversion of the heritage Catholic seminary building 
into 92 hotel rooms. A project that gained several state 
and national awards.

In 2000 Buxton Group commenced with the development 
of the first of three Rylands independent living 
complexes and signalled the beginning of the company’s 
strong ongoing presence in this rapidly growing sector.

Andrew Briggs joined the company in 1994 as 
construction manager and for the following 15 years 
guided the company’s activities in that role – then 
director – until he bought the company from the Buxton 
family in October 2009.

50 years on the Buxton journey gains momentum

Early days

Buxton Construction’s destiny was carved out in 1993 
when it was appointed as construction manager for the 
conversion of the 1854 heritage-listed Swallow and Ariel 
biscuit factory in Port Melbourne into apartments named 
The Anchorage. 

The project was subsequently awarded the MBAV Best 
Multi-unit Development and Best Inner Urban Residential 
Development.

Established by Richard Buxton in 1968, Buxton 
Construction concentrated mainly on renovations and 
refurbishments in Melbourne’s southern suburbs during 
its formative years then progressed to developing and 
constructing more expensive homes and apartments in 
Toorak before diversifying into the commercial market.

When the major building crash occurred at the end 
of the 1980s Buxton Construction survived due to a 
combination of smaller projects and lack of exposure to 
significant debt.



CV Apartments
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Setting the wheels in motion for 
bigger things 

Over the ensuing years Buxton Construction embarked 
on a program of meticulously planned and orchestrated 
expansion.

The initial tasks involved the implementation of superior 
internal management systems and reviewing and 
revamping all processes in conjunction with federal 
accreditation for OH&S, environmental and quality.

“While having the appropriate systems in place is critical 
to the continuing growth of the company and expansion 
of its parameters, we’ve never compromised on Buxton’s 
traditional culture or commitment to delivering a quality 
product for every project, regardless of its magnitude or 
dollar value,” Andrew Briggs explained.

Having the right people is pivotal to the expansion 
program but, while wide ranging construction experience 
and qualifications are a given, everyone on the team 
must share a common commitment to Buxton’s brand, 
philosophy and reputation. 

An exhaustive recruitment program was implemented 
to seek out the industry’s best and most appropriately 
qualified professionals to fill crucial roles within the 
company.

One of these was the appointment of industry 
heavyweight Andrew Hume who joined Buxton as 
estimating manager and new business, and has since 
been appointed a director.

“We’ve built a team of dedicated professionals with a 
can-do attitude and fierce determination to ensure the 
company builds on its success and continues to grow.”

A significant administrative change was transferring to 
NAB Corporate as a key platform of Buxton’s commercial 
development to capitalise on its existing financial 
strength and stability. 

Achieving our goals

Over the last five years Buxton has successfully 
expanded into a leading tier 2 contractor with projects 
such as Sandringham’s Sandy Hill Apartments – a 
$135 million, three-stage medium-rise residential 
development of 454 apartments – which is almost 
completed.

Construction of the $113 million CV Apartments in 
Hawthorn East, which comprises 140 apartments in two 
towers, over four levels of commercial tenancies, one 
level of retail and five levels of basement car parking, is 
well advanced.

“We made a decision to expand progressively rather 
than change radically overnight to ensure we got it 
right. It was crucial to maintain the status quo with our 
traditional operations and retain the confidence of long-
time clients while integrating top-end projects with our 
time-honoured markets.” Andrew said.

50 years on the Buxton journey gains momentum
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Buxton Construction handed over the Village 
Cinemas complex – which forms part of the 
new entertainment and dining precinct at 
Westfield Plenty Valley Shopping Centre in 
Mill Park – within the truncated program 
stipulated during the tender phase.

In order to coincide with completion of other 
major works, the cinema complex was 
required to be operational in a little over 16 
weeks: 40 days ahead of the normal time 
allowed by Village for such projects. Limited 
site access added to the complexity of the 
task.

Buxton met the deadline through careful 
programming of the various trades, attention 
to detail and extended shifts which included 
weekends, public holidays and night shifts. 

The $9 million contract involved 
comprehensive fit-outs of nine theatres 
including three gold class, two Vmax Atmos, 
two Vpremium and two Vjunior cinemas as 
well as the main entry, upper foyers, lobbies, 
staff and administration facilities, candy bar, 
commercial kitchen and back-of-house areas.

“The site was a hive of activity from day one 
with not only our extensive workforce but 
up to 20 additional specialist contractors 
engaged by Village Cinemas working 
on specific installations,” Buxton project 
manager Warren Doyle said.

According to Village Cinemas project 
manager Craig Appleby, everything 
progressed very smoothly over the first 
weekend the complex operated with 
attendances ranking in the top 10 of Village’s 
24 sites as well as among the top 50 of the 
total 299 cinema sites Australia-wide.

Village Cinemas V Junior Village Cinemas Gold Class Lounge

The curtain rises at Village Cinemas Plenty Valley
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Buxton Construction makes a minimum of two positions 
available each year under its graduate program. 
We also employ under graduates. Appointed for two years, 
graduates spend the first year in the estimating and cost 
planning department, then work on site for 12 months.

Graduates gain exposure to a variety of tasks within the 
industry in a relatively short space of time which enables 
them to learn faster and gain a high level of experience 
working under some of the industry’s most respected 
and experienced leaders in a professional and enjoyable 
working environment.

“Our program provides graduates with insight into the 
various head office and on-site roles, enabling them to 
make an informed decision as to which particular building 
discipline they want to pursue,” Buxton Construction 
director Andrew Hume said.

Over the years a number of graduates have accepted roles 
within the company and are making valuable contributions 
toward the success of Buxton Construction. 

Buxton graduate program promotes excellence
One of the most notable is Tim Hope-Johnstone – an RMIT 
graduate – who joined the estimating division in 2006 and 
has risen steadily through the ranks at Buxton.

In recent years Tim has played a pivotal role as project 
manager for one of Buxton’s largest and most complex 
projects: Sandy Hill Apartments in Bay Road Sandringham 
which comprises 454 apartments over three buildings.

“Having exposure to estimating and 
other administrative roles as well 
as on-site experience provided me 
with valuable on-the-job training in 
all aspects of construction and was a 
vital factor in my decision to become a 
project manager,” Tim explained.

For further information and how to apply:  
www.buxtonconstruction.com.au/careers

Village Cinemas Candy Bar

“This provided a clear indication that 
the public warmed to our newest site so 
it’s smiles all round at Village. Buxton 
Construction can be justifiably pleased with 
its first foray into cinema fit-out.” Craig said.
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BLUECROSS BOX HILL
A three-level , $50 mil l ion resident ial  aged 
care faci l i ty  featur ing 221 beds, dementia 
unit , c inema and community  services.

Client :  BlueCross

Project  Manager:  Johnstaff  Projects Pty Ltd

Architect :  Bil lard Leece Partnership

Structural/Civi l/Electr ical/Mechanical/
Hydraul ic :  The O’Nei l l  Group

Landscape Architect: Site Image Landscape 
Architects

Building Surveyor:  
PLP Bui ld ing Surveyors & Consultants

SWAN STREET RICHMOND
Design phase of  a  s ix- level  mixed use 
development including 28 apartments over 
f ive levels , two levels of  basement car 
parking and ground f loor retai l .

Client :  Blueprint  Projects

Architect :  Watson Young Architects

Structure:  Adams Consult ing Engineers 

Town Planner:  SJB Planning

HIDDEN VALLEY CLUBHOUSE
A $10 mil l ion, new golf  c lubhouse and 
associated faci l i t ies . 

Client :  Arcadia Group

Architect :  McIldowie Partners

Structural/Civi l :  Cal ibre Consult ing

Services:  ADP Consult ing Engineers

Building Surveyor:  Reddo

NELSON BOURKE APARTMENTS 
A $32 mil l ion, 110 resident ial  apartment 
project  over two bui ld ings.

Client :  Orion Internat ional  Group 
Development

Project  Manager:  RCP (Vic)  Pty Ltd

Architect :  C & K Architecture

Services:  Murchie Consult ing

Structural :  O’  Nei l l  Group

Building Surveyor:  Checkpoint  Bui ld ing 
Surveyors

Landscape Architect :  John Patr ick 
Landscape Architects 

Quantity  Surveyor:  WT Partnership

CV APARTMENTS
A $113 mil l ion, 140 apartment 
development in  Hawthorn East  consist ing 
of  two resident ial  towers, four- levels of 
commercial  tenancies and f ive-levels of 
basement car parking.

Client :  Pamato Pty Ltd

Architect :  E lenberg Fraser

Interior  Design:  Hecker Guthrie  and 
Watson Young Architects

Structural/Civi l :  Adams Consult ing 
Engineers

Services:  S impson Kotzman

Building Surveyor:  Reddo

Quantity  Surveyor:  Rider Levett  Bucknal l

THE RESERVE APARTMENTS
$39 mil l ion, 120 apartment project  in 
Sandringham – Stage 3 of  the award-
winning Sandy Hi l l  development .

Client :  Blueprint  Projects

Architect :  Watson Young Architects

Structural/Civi l :  Adams Consult ing 
Engineers

Services:  ADP Consult ing Engineers

Building Surveyor:  McKenzie Group 
Consult ing

PENINSULA KINGSWOOD  
COUNTRY GOLF CLUB
A $24 mil l ion, new golf  c lubhouse with 
accommodation and associated faci l i t ies . 

Client :  Peninsula Kingswood Country Golf 
Club Ltd

Superintendent:  Case Meal l in  & 
Associates

Architect :  Demaine Partnership

Interior  Design:  MBA Design Group

Structural :  BG&E

Services:  I rwin Consult

Civi l :  MA Civ i l  Design

Building Surveyor:  McKenzie Group 
Consult ing

Quantity  Surveyor:  Rider Levett  Bucknal l 

CURRENT PROJECTS

THE BENSON AT ST PETERS  
CHURCH
A $28.3 million, 33-apartment retirement 
living development linking with the heritage 
listed St Peter ’s Parish Church in Toorak.

Client :  The Roman Cathol ic  Trusts 
Corporat ion for  the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne

Project  Manager:  b .o .b Consultancy

Architect :  Demaine Partnership

Services:  Umow Lai  & Associates

Structural/Civi l :  WSP Group

Building Surveyor:  PLP Bui ld ing Surveyors 
& Consultants

Quantity  Surveyor:  Prowse Quant i ty 
Surveyors

Landscape Architect :  Tract  Consultants
This newsletter expresses the views and opinions of Buxton 
Construction. Its contents are believe to be accurate at the time 
of publishing. However, no responsibility is accepted by Buxton 
Construction for any loss suffered by any person or corporation 
taking action, or refraining from taking action, based on its contents.

PLENTY VALLEY CINEMAS 
The $9 mil l ion c inema f i t-out  works in the 
new entertainment and dining precinct  at 
Westf ie ld Plenty Val ley Shopping Centre.

Project  Manager :  V i l lage Cinemas 
Austral ia  Design & Development

Architect :  V i l lage Cinemas Austral ia 
Design & Development

Structural :  Bonacci  Group

Buxton Construction
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 Port Melbourne VIC 3207
t +61 3 9644 7000
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