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Welcome
Our hearts go out to those industries – such as travel, 
hospitality, tourism and automotive – that have had to 
shut up shop or been severely impacted by the critical 
situation the world is facing. 

Construction is fortunate to have been permitted to 
continue operating – albeit under stringent on-site 
conditions to safeguard the wellbeing of both workers  
and the public – and it’s pleasing to note the industry  
has responded in the spirit of these regulations.

While some construction sectors are showing signs of 
contracting, others are in good shape with enquiry for 
retirement village and aged care, community, school, 
multi-level car park and social housing projects at a 
healthy level. 

Buxton remains in good stead because we continue to 
adhere to our longstanding policy of diversifying rather 
than concentrating on specific sectors. 

Our industry has not been without its challenges in  
recent months, especially with availability of the trades. 
Cost implications due to the coronavirus and the shortage 
of materials caused by interruptions to supply chains – 
particularly in the United States and Europe – are also  
of concern.

These supply issues have necessitated a greater degree 
of pre-planning to meet project delivery schedules and 
resulted in more time being spent sourcing alternate 
products to the backdrop of an intensely competitive 
environment.

At the same time unions are wanting to commence EBA 
negotiations with the tier 1 builders while the ACTU has 
been active, demanding that no construction worker 
should be worse off under a revised agreement.  

We’re in uncharted waters and it’s time for the parties 
concerned to negotiate – and where appropriate 
compromise – a fair and equitable agreement to steer 
us through the pandemic and secure the future of the 
construction industry.

On a different note, my fellow directors and I would 
like to express our sincere appreciation to our staff 
who have performed so well under extremely difficult 
circumstances in recent months. We thank you sincerely.

Andrew Briggs, Managing Director                                  

TWO51 Swan Street, Richmond

3 Male Street, Brighton

The numbers stack up with TWO51

Following a protracted permit process and relocation of 
power lines, excavation for TWO51 Swan Street Richmond 
has been completed and now, with the tower crane and 
gantry installed, construction is well underway. 

Designed by Watson Young Architects and built by Buxton 
subsidiary BHB Construction, TWO51 comprises 18 
serviced apartments and seven luxurious traditional 
apartments – including a top floor penthouse – over seven 
levels which include two basement levels of parking and 
ground floor retail space, lobby and reception.

“The challenge with TWO51 was to design a 
building that would continually evolve to meet 
the changing market demand but at the same 
time blend harmoniously with the neighbouring 
commercial character of the street precinct,” 
Watson Young associate Tas Tzoulis said.

Level one and two apartments have winter garden-style 
terraces while the upper level dwellings progressively  
tier back and boast spacious terraces. 

Watson Young – architect for Buxton Construction’s Swan 
Street Richmond TWO51 project – opened its doors in 2004 
when long-time friends Colin Watson and Adrian Young 
decided their enduring relationship was a solid foundation 
on which to build a thriving architectural practice.

The practice is a responsive architectural business which 
earned a reputation over the ensuing years for working 
collaboratively with its clients to deliver exceptional work 
on brief, on time and on budget.

“We’ve always maintained a strong focus on the 
team approach and provide encouragement and 
support for our people in an open and friendly, 
but highly professional, working environment,” 
Adrian Young explained.

With offices in Melbourne, Perth and Sydney, Watson Young 
operates across a broad spectrum of disciplines including 
the industrial, commercial, education and residential 
sectors, among many others.

The practice’s track record for delivering a functional 
project has become an intrinsic part of Watson Young’s 
culture of success and one Colin and Adrian continue  
to nurture.

Watson Young’s passion for building strong and lasting 
relationships with a no fuss, honest approach has gained 
the business many loyal clients and assists it to enhance 
its client base through customer generated referrals  
and recommendations.

“Our team is comprised of highly competent 
industry professionals who’ve been 
acknowledged for their architectural capabilities, 
their ability to work closely with our clients,  
and the pride they take in their work.”  
Colin Watson added.

“The combination of brickwork and exposed steel 
on the lower levels reflects the industrial culture 
of this inner Melbourne suburb, while the upper 
levels boldly utilise a collection of more lavish 
and refined materials to create an aesthetically 
pleasing juxtaposition of styles.”

The interiors – designed in-house by Watson Young’s interior 
division – feature expansive open-plan living spaces with 
stone bench tops, panelled joinery and matt oak parquetry 
timber flooring with carpet to bedrooms. 

Tas Tzoulis, who has worked with Buxton on many major 
projects – most notably the $130 million, 451 apartment 
Sandy Hill development – said, “Watson Young has maintained 
an excellent working relationship with Buxton over the years 
and, while the contractor in this instance is its subsidiary  
BHB Construction, the same rapport and goodwill is there.” 

“BHB has its own on-site team but that’s the 
only difference, the company has common 
management and administrative staff with  
Buxton Construction and shares the same  
strong commitment to performance and quality.”  
Tas Tzoulis added.

A practice built on a solid foundation
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CV Apartments

The $29 million library and cultural hub adjacent to the 
Ivanhoe Town Hall will deliver substantial benefits to 
residents of the Banyule municipality when completed 
towards the end of 2020. 

The modern accessible library, which will have almost 
double the footprint of the facility it replaces, has been 
designed to meet the present and future needs of 
Banyule’s diverse and growing community. 

Not only will the library’s greater size mean the range of 
books and materials can be expanded but users will have 
increased space for comfortable reading, study areas 
and computers as well as ample access to power for 
electronic devices.

Another major feature of the redevelopment is a purpose-
built gallery with communal spaces and an associated 
artists’ studio to host touring exhibitions together with the 
Banyule Art Collection while a community lounge and café 
provides pleasant surroundings where visitors can relax 
or catch up with friends.

Additional facilities include conference and meeting areas 
plus a theatrette and, to cater for the needs of residents 
with young families, contemporary maternal and child 
health consulting suites.

Existing car parking is to be refurbished and additional 
spaces constructed, and the new fully-equipped 
commercial kitchen – which was handed over to council 
in August – provides state-of-the-art catering facilities for 
The Great Hall and other reception and conference venues 
at the Ivanhoe Town Hall.

New facilities a bonus for Banyule residents

Ivanhoe Library & Cultural Hub

Stage one handover at Ivanhoe
Stage one of Banyule City Council’s $29 million library 
and cultural hub at Ivanhoe was recently completed. The 
first stage – a state-of-the-art commercial kitchen – is a 
contemporary brick building designed by Melbourne-based 
architect Croxon Ramsay to respond to the heritage value 
of the 83-year-old Art Deco Ivanhoe Town Hall.

The large, fully equipped kitchen services The Great Hall, 
which has a capacity of up to 800 guests and caters for 
weddings, dinner dances and conferences as well as other 
smaller function rooms of varying sizes. Back-of-house in 
stage one includes plant rooms and fire safety equipment.

According to Buxton Construction project manager Darren 
Parkes, the on-site team faced significant challenges 
to complete the kitchen stage. “On any building 
site there are always unforeseen situations 
that have the capacity to cause delays but in 
this instance we had even greater hurdles to 
overcome.”

“Apart from the significant impact the 
coronavirus had on daily operations, the 
unavailability of some critical materials and 
components meant a considerable amount 
of time was spent sourcing replacements 
that were appropriate to the purpose, as cost 
effective as possible and acceptable to our 
client.”

Stage two which includes the new library, cultural hub, 
theatrette, council chambers, café, arts display area, 
resources rooms, community arts area, loading docks 
and the refurbishment of an existing council building is 
scheduled for completion at the end of September.

Demolition of the existing library has commenced and 
stage three – rebuilding the existing car parking and 
construction of new spaces plus landscaping – signals the 
completion of the project which is set down for late October.

Ivanhoe Library & Cultural Hub

“Building projects are often subject to impediments 
but no-one could have foreseen the coronavirus 
pandemic, however, Buxton Construction has 
responded exceptionally well to this once-in-a 
lifetime event and continued on.”  said Geoff Glynn 
Director Assets and City Services Banyule City Council.
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Life on a building site during the pandemic

Numbers in site sheds are reduced significantly in order 
to comply with space and distance regulations while 
comprehensive reports and registers of visiting tradies  
are maintained for future tracing should it be required.

When strictly scheduled deliveries are made only 
one vehicle is permitted to enter the site at a time. 
Questionnaires are completed by anyone coming on site  
as a further safeguard.

According to Darren “working conditions changed 
radically overnight and having to observe 
such stringent regulations certainly impacted 
on day-to-day activities initially, but the team 
adapted remarkably well and got on with the 
job.”

“Everyone embraced the protocols that were of 
necessity imposed on us and I’m proud to say 
observed these rules to the letter of the law 
because everyone accepts it is essential to play 
our part in halting the spread of the insidious 
coronavirus.” 

The construction industry was spared the coronavirus 
lock-down nevertheless on-site personnel had to adjust to 
a completely foreign way of working.

Darren Parkes, Buxton project manager on the Ivanhoe 
Library and Cultural Hub project shared his thoughts with 
Insite on working under the stringent regulations that 
apply to building sites.

“Hygiene is the number one priority and 
Buxton has a designated employee whose 
sole responsibility is to continually clean and 
sanitise any surface that’s likely to be touched.” 
Darren said.

Non-essential site visits are banned and staff training 
activities cancelled. Meal breaks are staggered and the 
same restrictions that apply in the broader community 
regarding minimum space requirements and physical 
distancing are strictly adhered to.

As essential tasks frequently make distance rules 
difficult to observe on building sites, personal protection 
equipment (PPE) will be required to be worn by all workers 
at all times.

New director at Buxton Construction

Buxton Construction commercial manager Stephen Baker 
has been appointed to the company’s board.

Stephen, who commenced his construction industry career 
in the United Kingdom in 1990, completed a quantity 
surveying qualification and oversaw large infrastructure 
projects for John Mowlem Constructions in London and 
the surrounding areas.

After emigrating to Perth in 1999 he joined Leighton 
Contractors as commercial manager where he remained 
for eight years before he was appointed commercial 
manager Western Australia for Salta Constructions.

In 2011 Stephen moved to Melbourne with Salta 
Constructions then shortly after became group 
commercial manager for APM Group (Aust) Pty Ltd  
then joined Buxton Construction in 2016.

Senior appointments

BHB Construction hits the ground running

Buxton small works subsidiary company, BHB 
Construction, has completed its first project – a $1 million 
residential display suite for Orion International Group 
Development – and has now commenced work on TWO51, 
an $18 million mixed use development in Swan Street 
Richmond for the Blueprint Projects and Sleigh Group  
joint venture.

BHB Construction has its own on-site teams and 
sub-contractor base but shares common directors, 
management and administration with its parent  
Buxton Construction.

“We’ve positioned BHB Construction as an 
adjunct to our principal operation not a direct 
competitor. It may transpire that it will follow a 
defined strategy down the track in regard to its 
operations and focus on a particular type, price 
range and scale of project, however time will 
dictate that,” managing director Andrew Briggs said.

“At this stage it is our practice to assess each 
project in consultation with the prospective 
client and jointly decide which company is  
the better option for both parties.” BHB Construction

Buxton Construction is pleased to announce the appointment of four highly credentialed industry professionals

An industry stalwart of more than 20 years in commercial construction, Stewart completed a 
Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) degree at Victoria University in 2001.

Stewart has an extensive knowledge of the construction industry and successfully delivered many 
major projects in the commercial office, retail, mid and high-rise residential, hotel, road and rail, 
and mixed-use sectors to the value of up to $400 million.

Baden, who completed a Bachelor of Construction Management at RMIT in 2008, has gained 
experience in all facets of project management over more than 15 years in the industry.

In this time he has been involved in projects in the aged care, industrial, hospitality, residential and 
commercial sectors, including a multi-level office building in Collins Street Melbourne.

Sam has spent a great deal of his 12 years in the construction industry in site management where 
his particular strengths in supervision and attention to detail have proven to be invaluable assets.

He holds a Certificate IV in Building and Construction, has broad experience in the multi-apartment 
sector and is well aware of the importance of both quality control and maintaining open and frank 
dialogue with all stakeholders.

When he commenced his career in 1993 Damien worked at grass-roots level on constructions sites 
and gained the all-round knowledge of building techniques that stands him in good stead today.

He was promoted to document controller and progressed through the ranks to contractor 
administrator working on landmark CBD projects before his appointment to the position of  
contract administrator.

Stewart Berg, Senior Project Manager

Baden Dwyer, Project Manager

Sam Moore, Site Manager

Damien Napolitano, Contract Administrator
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CV APARTMENTS
A $121m, 140 apartment development 
in  Hawthorn East  consist ing of  two 
resident ial  towers, four- levels of 
commercial  tenancies and f ive-levels  
of  basement car parking.

Client :  Pamato Pty Ltd

Architect :  E lenberg Fraser

Interior  Design:  Hecker Guthrie  and 
Watson Young Architects

Structural/Civi l :  Adams Consult ing 
Engineers

Services:  S impson Kotzman

Building Surveyor:  Reddo

Quantity  Surveyor:  Rider Levett  Bucknal l

STOP PRESS
Buxton Construct ion was recently  selected 
as bui lder of  the Rothe Lowman-designed, 
El is ion, a  development compris ing 14 
beaut i ful ly  crafted townhouses in  
Walpole Street  Kew.

RECENTLY COMPLETED PROJECTS

MORGAN ASSISTED L IV ING 
APARTMENTS
$35m construct ion of  62 assisted l iv ing 
apartments over three levels with one 
level  of  basement carparking. Resident 
faci l i t ies include c inema, bar, café , 
act iv i ty  room and pr ivate dining room.

Client :  BASSCare

Project  Manager:  McMull in  Property

Architect :  Smith & Tracey Architects

Structural :  4D Workshop 

Hydraul ic :  C lements Consultants

Electrical/Mechanical :  Fryda Dorne

Fire:  Omni i

Landscape Architect :  Xurban

Building Surveyor:  PLP Bui ld ing Surveyor

Quantity  Surveyor:  Trevor Main & Associates

NELSON BOURKE STAGE 2 
Construct ion of  49 resident ial  apartments 
over four levels , including a two level 
basement car park.

Client :  Orion International Group 
Development

Project  Manager:  Duo Projects

Architect :  C&K Architecture

Services:  Meinhardt

Structural :  WSP Civ i l  and Structural 

Bui lding Surveyor:  Phi l ip  Chun & 
Associates

Quantity  Surveyor:  Rider Levett  Bucknal l

IVANHOE L IBRARY &  
CULTURAL HUB
The $29m l ibrary and cultural  hub for 
Ivanhoe consists of  a  modern accessible 
l ibrary, art  gal lery, conference and 
meet ing spaces, maternal  and chi ld health 
suites , theatrette and cafe .

Client :  Banyule Ci ty  Counci l

Architect :  Croxon Ramsay

Structural/Civi l :  Webber Design

Services:  Umow Lai

Landscape Architect :  ACLA Consultants

Building Surveyor:  Banyule BPI

Quantity  Surveyor:  Slattery Austral ia

ROSEBUD AQUATIC CENTRE
Construct ion of  a  new aquat ic  centre 
compris ing indoor 50m 8 lane pool , warm 
water and learn to swim pools , aqua play 
area, spa sauna and steam rooms, family 
change v i l lage, of f ices, recept ion, cafe , 
entry foyer, health club including program 
rooms, social  space, gymnasium, mult i-
purpose room, wel lness centre , external 
terraced areas and landscaping.

Client :  Mornington Peninsula Shire Counci l

Project  Manager:  Coffey Projects

Architect :  Peddle Thorp Architects

Structural/Civi l :  WGA

Services:  BRT Consult ing

Landscape Architect :  Urbis

Aquatic  Engineering:  Hydrautech Designs

Building Surveyor:  BSGM Consult ing

Quali ty  Surveyor:  Turner & Townsend

SWAN STREET RICHMOND
Six-level  mixed use development including 
29 apartments over f ive levels , two levels 
of  basement car parking and ground f loor 
retai l .

Client :  Blueprint  Projects

Architect :  Watson Young Architects

Structural :  Adams Consult ing Engineers 

Services:  HR Consult ing

Town Planner:  SJB Planning

Building Surveyor:  Reddo

ELISON APARTMENTS
$13.2m construct ion of  14 luxury three-
level  townhouses each with a large 
courtyard and indiv idual  basement garages. 
Residents feature high cei l ings, large rooms 
and f loor to  cei l ing glass. Each townhouse 
has been designed with a sense of  openness 
and space with abundant natural  l ight .

Client :  JR Investment (Aust)  Group Pty Ltd

Architect :  CHT Architects

Structural :  Webber Design 

Services:  ADP Consult ing

Building Surveyor:  Steve Watson & Partners


